
History 

SOME HIGHLIGHTS 

Since Full Sail’s inception in 1979, over 100,000 graduates have prepared for careers in the entertainment and 
media industry. The following features some of the highlights of Full Sail’s history as well as that of our 
graduates. 

In 1980, Full Sail moved from its original home in Dayton, Ohio to Orlando, Florida. During the six years that 
followed, new audio courses were added to the original recording arts offering until, in 1986, the Recording 
Arts Comprehensive Program was introduced. In 1988, a new curriculum with a focus on the visual arts was 
born — the Video and Film Production Comprehensive Program. In July 1989, Full Sail moved into its current 
home in Winter Park, Florida (a suburb of Orlando) which has since expanded into a 110+ studio multimedia 
campus. 

August 1990 marked a milestone in history when Full Sail received accreditation allowing students to earn 
Specialized Associate’s Degrees upon successful completion of the curricula in the Recording Arts and/or Film 
and Video Production Programs. A third Specialized Associate’s Degree in Digital Media was launched in March 
1995 – this addition marked Full Sail’s entrance into training for the vast, emerging field of interactive media. 

March 1998 witnessed the introduction of the Game Design Specialized Associate’s Degree as well as the Show 
Production & Touring Specialized Associate’s Degree. In January of that same year, Full Sail achieved additional 
accreditation and licensing enabling students to earn Associate of Science Degrees in Recording Arts, Film and 
Video Production, and Digital Media. In February of 1999, a new accredited program was introduced — the 
Computer Animation Associate of Science Degree. Additionally, the Game Design and Show Production & 
Touring Programs were modified and approved to be offered as Associate of Science Degrees. 

In November 2003, Full Sail offered its first Bachelor’s Degree - the Entertainment Business Bachelor of Science 
Degree Program. In addition, the Game Development Degree Program was revised and expanded to become a 
Bachelor of Science Degree Program. 
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Another milestone was achieved in August 2005 when three of Full Sail’s Associate of Science Degrees were 
revised and expanded to become Bachelor of Science Degrees – Computer Animation, Digital Arts & Design 
(formerly Digital Media), and Film. In April of 2006, the Entertainment Business Bachelor’s Degree Program 
changed focus slightly and was renamed Music Business. 

In June 2007, Full Sail launched its first Master of Science Degree in Entertainment Business, and in July 2007, 
Full Sail launched a new Associate of Science Degree in Graphic Design. 

October 2007 was a historic month, with the introduction of Full Sail’s first online degree program — an online 
version of the school’s existing Entertainment Business Master of Science Degree Program. The launch of this 
first online degree was years in the making and saw the school build a proprietary online learning platform 
from the ground up. 

In December 2007, Full Sail launched a new on-campus degree program — the Game Art Bachelor of Science 
Degree — designed to meet the growing demand for game-specific artists. In January 2008, Full Sail launched 
two additional online degree programs — the Education Media Design & Technology Master of Science Degree 
and the Entertainment Business Bachelor of Science Degree, and a new on-campus degree program — the 
Web Design & Development Bachelor of Science Degree. 

In March 2008, Full Sail was granted University status and became known as Full Sail University. Since then, the 
school has continued to expand its online and campus degree offerings into new fields, including Simulation & 
Visualization, Computer Science, and more, while also revising and expanding its flagship Recording Arts and 
Show Production programs to be offered as Bachelor of Science Degrees. 

Throughout the world, Full Sail graduates are employed in music recording, film production, video production, 
animation, sound design, web development, concert sound, concert lighting, postproduction, game design, 
music, interactive title development, graphic design, virtual reality and simulation, entertainment companies, 
and worldwide corporations. Hundreds of media businesses have been built and GRAMMY, Oscar, Emmy, 
Addy, and Recording Industry Association of America (Gold and Platinum Records) awards have been earned 
by numerous alumni. 
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